Going by the Book

Copper in Architecture Handbook Keeps Pace with Technology

Copper in Architecture Design Handbook.

It’s still called a handbook, although some in
the building community might refer to it as “the
Bible.” And it’s still available in printed form—
should anyone still want to order it that way.

But over the past two decades, the Copper in
Architecture Design Handbook has transformed
itself time and again according to the technol-
ogy of its day. Along with format changes to
keep pace with the advent of computers, the
content has also seen numerous updates to keep
pace with construction and design practices.

This comprehensive architectural guide to
installing all manner of copper building materials
remains an industry standard, a dependable and
familiar desktop companion for architects, build-
ers, installers and other construction practitio-
ners. Today, however, “desktop” has an entirely
new meaning.

Conceived by the Copper Development
Association (CDA), the engineering and market
development arm of the copper and brass indus-
try in the United States, in cooperation with
the Canadian Copper & Brass Development
Association (CCBDA), the handbook was ini-
tially printed in 1991. The print version included
a set of diskettes containing computer-aided
design, or CAD, detail drawings used by archi-
tects, engineers and draftsmen. As time and tech-
nology advanced, the entire handbook—digital
illustrations and all—was transferred to a single
CD-ROM for even greater convenience.

Recently, the complete contents were made
available on the CDA website, www.copper.org,
as digital PDF or “portable document format”
pages for the ultimate in user convenience —and
user savings (the easy-to-download PDF version
is available at no cost). The detail drawings can
also be downloaded from the CDA website as
DWG files for use with CAD programs.

“It has been an evolution,” says Wayne Seale,
a CDA regional manager who coordinates the
organization’s national architectural support pro-
gram from his home base in Seattle, Washington.
“If you make it easy for architects and others to

specify and detail materials, they are more likely
to use them, and Copper in Architecture is very
useful. Architects need it. Installation contractors
need it. We get calls for it all the time.”

Until the changeover to the online version,
CDA published and distributed some 3,000
copies in one format or another. For more infor-
mation about CDA publications, or to order
your copy, visit the website or call CDA in
New York at 212-251-7200. HP
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CAD-compatible details, such as these, are found in the
Handbook and downloadable at www.copper.org




